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NATURE OF THE DATA ; 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports (Form 86ab) rendered weekly to the 
Office of The Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time 
following its receipt, figures are in yeneral shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to q 
the accuracy of the reported figures, their verification is promptly — and the fact that they have | 
been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases/ — 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to j 
facilitate comparisons with corresponding rates in annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admis- 
Sion indicate the number of admissions per 1000 mean strength which would occur over a year's time if the 
current week's experience continued through the year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases 
of special interest. Appended is a list of cases of the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per 1000 strength, as given in ; 
this report, furnishes an approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives © 
per 1000 strength is iven in the summary table for the total United States and for each of the Service 
Commands. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

Current hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds oc- 
cupied and beds "available vacant." The number of beds “available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total 
bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. The number of beds "available vacant" for each Service (nd 
Command is the total of the beds "available vacant" for only those stations in which 80% of the total bed Va 
capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as “expansion beds", beds in dispensaries, con™ 
valescent facilities, venereal disease facilities and college training detachments are not included in this 
report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted 
and disposed of (by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise) during the week, the number of such 
patients remaining at the end of the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. 


Uy 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 

In reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on ald numbers of 
cases are not reliable. For this reason the symbol (?) has been placed after admission rates computed on 
the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 

The symbol # has been placed after the names of st&tions (or groups of stations) where part or all of 
the data for. the current week has not been received and the latest available figures have been substituted. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATHS AS A WHOLE 


As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases com 
bined both increased markedly during the week ending 20 November 1943, reflecting largely a very sharp 
increase in the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. Desnite this very sharp increase, the cur- 
rent week's admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. remains about 40 percent below that prevailing 
during the corresponding week of 1942, while th current week's admission rates from all causes and 
from all diseases combined are nearly 7 percent under those during the corresponding week last year. 

The somewhat late seasonal rise in the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. (which first 
began to manifest itself in the week ending 13 November) has finally lifted the annual admission rate 
from all causes above the 700 per thousand mark, below which level it had consistently fluctuated 
since the early part of September. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 
During the week ending 20 November 1943 there were very large increases in the admission rates 
from all causes and from all diseases combined in the Sixth Service Com:and, the Military District of 
Washington, the Seventh Service Command, the Third Service Command, and the Second Service Command, 
and smaller increases in the First, Fourth and Ninth Service Commands. These increases reflect chiefly 
the sharp increases in the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. ‘The very high rategsof admission 
from all causes and from all diseases combined in the Sixth Service Com:and reflect an annual rate 
of admission from colds and influenza of over 350 ner 1000. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY STATIONS 


The table on page 24 shows the six stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) which revorted 
the highest morbidity rates from certain ceuses. The excessively high rates from all causes and from 
@ll diseases combined are more apparent than real since in several instances they reflect the renort- 
ing of venereal diseases existing prior to induction among selectees accented with uncompliceted cases 
of venereal disease. More significant, therefore, of high morbidity from disease cre the rates of 
admission from disease excluding venereal EPTI cases. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 

The total bed capacity increased to more than 355,000 on 20 November 194%. The number of beds 
occupied on that date was nearly 188,000 and the number of “available vacant" beds almost 98,000. 
There were 25 stations with a total bed canacity of about 22,000 which had no “available vacant" beds; 
included among them were 8 general hospitals vith a bed capacity of over 13,500 beds. 


On 20 November 1944, there were 1,921 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 23 of 
which were presumably accui Ste. The number of neurovsychia BaSes Te- 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
Volume III - Report No. 47 LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
Week Ending 20 November 1943 RESTRICTED 


COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (22 


MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) 
(2) 


1-Forrest, Cp., Tenn. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 11/6 


l1-Calif-Ariz. Maneuver 
Area 


TYPHUS FEVER (2 


1-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
1-Hunter Fld., Ga. 


RESTRICTED 


DIPHTHERIA (3) 


1-—Geo. G. Meade, %., 
Md. 

l-Hale, Cp., Colo. 

1-Elythe, 10th AAFTD, 
Calif, 


HEMOLYTIC STREPTOCOCCUS 


PHARYNGITIS (29) 
29-Bragg, Ft., N. C. 


POLICMEYLITIS (2) 


l-Bruns, G. H., N. Mex. 


1-Santa Maria, Calif. 


1-3539th S.U., Richmond, 


TYPHOID FEVER (1) 


Kye 


JAUNDICE (51) 


1-Devens, Ft., Mass. 
1-Edwards, Cp., Mass. 
1-Presque Isle, Me. 
1-Kilmer, Cp., Ne Je 
2—Langley Fld., Va. 
1-Gordon, Cp., Ga. 
1-Gulfport Fld., Miss. 
3-Jackson, Ft., S. C. 
i~Keesler Fld., Miss. 
1-MacDill Fld., Fla. 
1-Kaxwell Fld., Ala. 
2—Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
3-Stewart Cp., La. 
l-Tyndall Fld., Fla. 
1-Benj.-Harrison, Ft., 
Ind. 
1-Eayes, Ft., Ohio 
1-Knox, Ft., Ky. 


1-Lockbourne AAB, Ohio 
1-Patterson Fld., Ohio 


1-Chanute Fld., Ill. 
l-Alliance AAB, Nebr. 
1-Casper AAR., Wyo. 
4-Jefferson Bks., Mo. 
1-Kansas City, Mo. 
Gen. Disp. 
1-Lowry Fld., Colo. 
l-Alexandria, AAB, La. 
1-Eliss, Ft.; Tex. 


1-Carlsbad,AAF, N. Mex. 


1-Claiborne, CPes La. 
l-Gruber, Cp., Okla. 
l-Livingston, Cp., La. 
1-Polk, Cp., La. 
1-Will Rogers Fld., 0 
1-Barnes G. H., Wash. 
1-Haan, Cpey Calif. 
l~Marana AAFPS, Ariz. 
l~March Fld., Calif. 
l-Merced AAF, Calif. 
l1-Ord, Ft., Calif. 
jJ-Santa Ana, Calif. 


1-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 11/3 


l1-Geo. #right, Ft.,wWash, 


1-Marfa, AAFS, Tex. 
l-Lemoore AAF, Calif. 
l-Marana AAF, Ariz. 
3-Minter Fld., Calif. 
4~-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
1-Santa Ana, Calif. 
2-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


Delayed Reports: 
Week ending 11/6 


9-Calif-Ariz. Maneuver 
Area 


~ SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT 


FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 30 OCTOBER 1943 


COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: DISEASE AND INJURY 

During the five week period ending 30 October 193 the admission rates from all causes and from all 
diseases combined fell to the lowest level reported this year, which was approximately the same as in 
October 192. The admission rate from injury decreased slightly as compared with the immediately preced- 
ing months and stood at the relatively low level of 82 per thousand strength. 

All Service Commands except the First and the Military District of Washington had admission rates 
from all causes and from all diseases combined within 10 percent of the rate for the continental United 
States as a whole. The two above-mentioned exceptions had rates of only about 500 per thousand strength, 
or approximately 25 percent below the averaye for the continental United States as a whole. The Military 
District of Washington because of the character of the troops comprising its strength had by far the low- 
est admission rate from injury, or only about one-half that for the country as a whole. 


RESPIRATORY CAUSES 

During October the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. was slightly below 100 per thousand 
strength, or about the same as it had been during the preceding three months, and about 35 percent below 
the level for the corresponding period in 192. The highest morbidity for these causes was registered in 
the Second and Fifth Service Commands, while the Eighth and Ninth Service Commands had the lowest rates. 
Morbidity from pneumonia (including atypical) has shown the same general trends as that for colds, 
influenza, etc., although on a level only about one-tenth as great. Atypical pneumonia has continued to 
represent almost one=-nalf of the total pneumonia cases. 


DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY ; ; 

Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery for the total United States showed the normal seasonal decline, 
being reported in October at about 10 per thousand strength which represented a decline of about 1],0 per- 

| cent from September. Morbidity from this cause was reported to be relatively high, however, in the First, 
Second, and Fifth Service Commands as a result of several minor outbreaks. 


VENEREAL CAUSES 


The admission rates from all venereal diseases, excluding EPTI cases, decreased in October to a level 
of about 26 per thousand strength, which is somewhat above the rates prevailing during the early part of 
this year. This decrease resulted primarily from the decline in the morbidity from gonorrhea. The mor- 
bidity represented by venereal FPTI cases was reported in October at 2); per thousand strength, the highest 
rate so far. This is believed to be due to larger numbers of selectees with venereal diseases coming up 
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COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT'D) 


for induction. The morbidity from all venereal diseases including EPTI cases has shown an upward trend, 
reaching a new high of 50 per thousand strength in October, because of the increase in venereal EPTI 
cases. 


The morbidity rate reported from neuropsychiatric disorders has been on about the same level in 
August, September and October (8 per thousand strength) which is the highest reported to date. The 
admissions to locked wards have represented only about one-quarter of the total admissions. It should he 
noted that the reported admission rates from neuropsychiatric disorders probably overstate the actual 
admission rates to the extent that cases admitted to a station hospital and then transferred to a general 
hospital may in many instances be included twice. The admission rate for the total United States for all 
stations excluding general hospitals was only 29 per thousand strength in contrast with a rate of 48 per 
thousand strength when general hospitals are.included. 


NEUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS 


MEASLES , MUMPS, AND SCARLET FuVER 

The admission rates for these causes have continued on the relatively low level expected during 
this time of the year. About 60 percent of the cases of measles were in the Fourth Service Command (and 
more than half of these were at Fort Benning, Ga.), while more than 0 percent of the cases of mumps were 
in the Ninth Service Command. 


MENINGITIS 

In October the morbidity from this cause was at the relatively low level of ,3 per thousand strength, 
or about the same as in September (and the same as during the major part of 192) but considerably below 
that in the early months of 19),3, when a marked epidemic was reported. 


RHEUMATIC FEVER 

Morbidity from this cause in October continued on the same level as in September, which was consid- 
erably below the relatively high levels attained during the spring months of 193. Nevertheless, the 
recent morbidity from this cause has been several times as high as that reported during most of 19}2. 
More than half of the cases reported in October occurred in the Seventh Service Command. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
Morbidity from this cause continued on about the same level as has persisted since the middle of 
19h2. 


MALARIA 

Morbidity from this cause when properly sub-divided to indicate the cases presumably acquired out- 
side of this country shows a relatively low level, namely .2 per thousand strength for malaria acquired 
in the United States. On the otiver hand, malaria acquired outside the United States constituted about 
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COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS (CONT'D) 


90 percent of the total cases reported in October and continued to show an upward trend as the result of 
more troops being returned to this country from malarious areas. 


MORTALITY 


The mortality rate from all causes continued on about the same level as that prevailing during the 
greater part of this year. The mortality rate from injury which accounts for approximately 80 percent of 
the mortality rate from all causes has likewise been on about the same level as in previous months. The 

| mortality from disease registered the low rate of .) per thousand strength for the second successive 
month. This rate is definitely the lowest ever attained; commared with the corresponding period of 192, 
current mortality from disease is about 0 percent lower. All service commands showed low mortality from 


disease. but the Military District of Washington had the relatively high rate of 1.5 per thousand strength 
due chiefly to its older age constitution. 
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